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CALCUTTA IN ALL ITS GLORY

Not far from the course of the Ganges and to the west of
it runs the river Hooghly, which enters the sea by one of
the mouths of the Ganges. The Hooghly, navigable to ocean
shipping, is the river on which stands Calcutta, the greatest
city of British India, and until a few years ago its capital

It is the capital of Bengal in any case, still perhaps one
of the wealthiest cities of the world, lying for the moment like
all great cities in the trough of the world's depression, and
allowed by some strange inconsistency to be in the hands of
a rebel municipality. As a whole, there is little of the rebel
about it, but where no public opinion is plucky enough to
stand out, a few of the rebel set are able to establish them-
selves. There are the leading scholars, the scientists, and the
professors of Bengal, the gallant Vice-Chancellor of the
University who stood between the Governor and an assassin,
and the Indian High Court judges. There are the great
Indian shroffs l and traders, the still big English firms, the
stockbrokers, the company directors and their offices like to
other great capital and business centres; there are tens of
thousands of impudent Bengal students who, secure in the
British law-giving, are a nuisance to their betters, an irrita-
tion and a joke.

The merchants' palaces line the river-bank. Easterns in
all their glory drive in great cars and still in carriages; ships'
captains and pilots are seen in the clubs, the Hooghly is
full of shipping, but more in the great modern docks than in
the fairway of sailing times. Calcutta lies great as ever, wait-
ing for the revival of trade, and the chiefs of police who hunt
the murderers sleep in different rooms o' nights, and all the
while the European Associations vary between the hope of
saving business and the danger of losing India, as do stronger
men than they.

If you really want to dream of underground Calcutta,
why, read Mr. Kipling's City of Dreadful Nights, the name

1 Banker and bill-broker.